
Design An Ocean Wanderer 
 
This activity is based on Design a Plankton!  
Copyright © 2000. Gulf of Maine Aquarium, based on Create Your Own Plankton by Bette Low 

 
 
Materials: 
Illustrations of plankton (examples below) 
“Create Your Own Plankton” worksheet (below) 
Colored pencils, crayons 

1. Show students the variety of plants and animals that make up plankton and explain that they are 

the basis of the food chain in the sea, on which all other life depends. 

2. Although plankton are not strong swimmers, many do have adaptations for 

 keeping afloat  
 catching the wind  
 wriggling toward prey  
 capturing prey  

Explain that plants use the sun’s energy to make their own food, and phytoplankton do the same 

thing! They use the sun’s energy to help them make their own food. Zooplankton are more 

animals like in that they have to eat other things for their energy (like us). Zooplankton eat 

phytoplankton and other zooplankton. 

3. Ask students to invent their own plankton. 

 They will have to make decisions about its adaptations and life style.  

 They can then make a picture of it and describe how it survives. 

4. Have students make a list of organisms that live in the Gulf of Maine. 

5. Then draw pictures of the organisms, cut them out, and attach the pictures to strings to make 

"food chain" mobiles. Put the phytoplankton at the bottom and the carnivores, such as sharks and 

seals, at the top. (There should be many more phytoplankton than seals.)  

Be sure students include both phytoplankton (plant-like plankton) and zooplankton ( animal-like 

plankton). 

 

  





Design a Plankton Worksheet 

 

 


